DePauw University

2005 First-Year Bonner Summer Service Trip

Chicago Urban Service Immersion Experience

Coordinated by The Brother David Darst Center, Chicago, IL
I. Description of Trip

A. Darst Center Overview

Our Chicago service experience will be directed primarily by the staff of The Brother David Darst Center for Justice and Peace, Spirituality and Education.  Located at 2834 South Normal in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago, the Center is named for a Christian Brother whose brief life was, according to Br. Denis Murphy, “a witness in deepened awareness of Jesus’ call to social justice and peace.” Though Brother Darst died at age 28, his ideals and journey of personal transformation are the focus of the Center’s activities. 

The staff of the Brother David Darst Center for Justice and Peace Spirituality and Education has developed an introductory immersion in urban ministries. They support the development of social justice ministries by offering high school and college students a deeper understanding of ministries, shelters and urban neighborhoods through education and spiritual reflection based on their personal experiences.
The directors of the Darst Center are accomplished educators with extensive experience in high school, college, and university teaching and administration. Their commitment to social justice advocacy and outreach to those who live on economic and social boundaries has long been a part of their lives. In addition to providing immersion programs which range from weekends to ten days, the Center also extends hospitality to youth and family groups that have planned their own service retreats.   We learned of the Darst Center’s programs through first-year DePauw Bonner Scholar Rolando Garcia, a Chicago resident who participated in the Darst Center’s programming while in high school.
To learn more about the Darst Center, visit their website at http://www.brdaviddarstcenter.org/
B.  Service Sites

Our week of service will include experiences at four different sites:
1) Lakeview Men’s Shelter – We will assist with food preparation and visit residents at this homeless shelter for men
2) St. Leonard’s Ministries – We will visit with the residents at this home for ex-offenders
3) San Miguel Schools - We will tutor students at this private school whose student body consists primarily of African-American students from impoverished families.
4) Blessed Sacrament Youth Center/Elliot Donnelly Youth Center – Our group will divide into two groups split amongst these two youth centers, where we will assist with activities and building maintenance.
II.  Itinerary

Monday, May 23 



  9:00AM
Depart from Greencastle

12:00 PM  
Arrival at Darst Center & Orientation

12:30 PM
Lunch 
1:30 PM
Afternoon and Evening Out
Tuesday, May 24 


      
8:00 AM
Breakfast

8:45 AM
Group A Leaves for Lakeview

9:15 AM
Group B Leaves for St. Leonard’s

10:00 AM
Lakeview Men’s Shelter (Group A)

10:30 AM
St. Leonard’s Ministries (Group B)

3:00 PM
Blessed Sacrament Youth Center (Group A)

2:30 PM
Elliot Donnelly Youth Center (Group B)

6:00 PM
Dinner

7:30 PM
Evening Session w/ Reflections

Wednesday, May 25
7:30 AM
Breakfast
8:00 AM
Groups leave for School
9:00 AM
San Miguel Schools



Gary Comer Campus-Group A



Back of the Yards Campus-Group B

3:30 PM
Leave schools to return to Center



Break

6:00 PM
Dinner

7:30 PM
Evening Session



Thursday, May 26
8:30 AM
Breakfast

9:15 AM
Group A Leaves for Lakeview

9:15 AM
Group B Leaves for St. Leonard’s

10:30 AM
Lakeview Men’s Shelter (Group A)

10:30 AM
St. Leonard’s Ministries (Group B)

1:30 PM
Both Groups return to Center

2:30 PM
Afternoon Session-Draw experience to a close

4:00 PM
Begin Evening Out

Friday, May 27
8:00 AM
Breakfast
8:30 AM
Pack and Clean Up
9:00 AM
Depart Chicago; Arrive in Greencastle early afternoon
