Adopt-a-Bonner Mentorship Program

Adopt-a-Bonner is a program that enables alumni Bonners to act as a mentor to undergraduate Bonners in order to: 

· keep alumni engaged and active in the Bonner/service community

· help ensure the personal growth and development of undergrad Bonners 

· promote cross-generational relationships among Bonner Scholars

Program Participant Expectations: 

Alumni Expectations

By making the initial contact with my mentee, I hereby commit to:

· contacting my mentee at least twice a month

· answering any questions that ze may have about my experience in the program, school or with my profession. 

· Providing my mentee with my most up-to-date contact information

· Being a friend and ally to my mentee

· Making myself available to meet with/talk with (what is appropriate or feasible) my mentee

· Assisting my mentee in whatever endeavor (within reason) that ze wishes to pursue 

· Keeping the lines of communication open- meaning, I will inform my mentee of any major lifestyle changes that may prevent me from giving hir a quality mentoring experience

Student Expectations

By responding in the affirmative to the initial contact of my mentor, I hereby commit to:

· Responding in a timely fashion to the emails, messages, calls, letters, etc. of my mentor

· Not always leaving it up to my mentor to get in touch with me, but also taking the initiative to have a relationship with my mentor

· Providing my mentor with my most up-to-date contact information

· Being a friend and ally to my mentor

· Making myself available to meet with/talk with (whatever is appropriate or feasible) my mentor

· Reminding myself that this is a “give and take” relationship and not just a “take” relationship

· To respect my mentor, hir time and commitment to the program- meaning, if I wish to cancel my involvement with the program at any time, I will let my mentor know immediately

The way it works is simple: 

1. The Bonner Director/Coordinator at the undergraduate institution informs hir Bonners about the program and requests participation. Once the young Bonner decides that ze wants to participate, ze should log in to BWBRS and check the box on hir profile that reads “I’m interested in participating in the Adopt-a-Bonner program.” A Bonner can join the program at any time in hir undergraduate career, but in order for the undergrad to get the most out of the program, ze should join before second semester senior year. 

2. A Bonner alum, after hearing about the program, makes a personal decision to adopt a Bonner. This alum then logs in to BWBRS and uses the search feature in the Directory to search for a young Bonner to adopt. The search engine will only reveal Bonners from your school that have requested to be adopted. 

3. Choose your mentee, then send an email to hir asking if ze would still like to have a mentor and if ze will accept you as hir mentor. 

4. Start mentoring. From here on out it’s your ballgame, but if you have any problems or questions, don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Mentoring!!

