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	Above Suspicion Policy

for Youth-Serving Community Partners



The policy below has been developed to keep Bonner students who work with children and youth  “Above Suspicion” and to afford protection from abusive situations that potentially could occur while working with children.  You may want to see that the following is covered in orientation or training if it applies to the work our students are doing at your site.

Policy Segments:

· Screening:  Bonner students wanting to work with children should be screened prior to their placement at the site.  Screening may include a personal interview with the site supervisor, police background check and/or a letter of recommendation.  The Bonner Program will contact references of any student at the request of the site.  Site supervisors have the right to refuse placement of any student.
· Educating:  Prior to their placement, Bonner students working with children should be thoroughly informed of the potential liability risks in the areas of sexual harassment, child molestation, one-on-one situations, and physical and mental abuse.

· Taking Precautions:  Bonner students should be advised to take the following precautions:

· Avoid one-on-one situations that place you alone with a child, or isolate you and the child from the main area of activity.

· Respect the privacy of the child.  Do not become intrusive or ask personal questions more than is necessary.

· Respect the child’s boundaries.  Recognize that the child has the right to reject displays of affection (a hug or pat on the shoulder) if he or she feels uncomfortable with them.  Not every child comes from a background in which affection is displayed openly.

· Respect your own privacy.  Some children express a natural curiosity about boyfriends and girlfriends, personal relationships and even sexual activity.  Use common sense in discussing sensitive subjects and do not go into the details of your private life.

· Do not give out your address or phone number .
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