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	Informed Consent

Guidelines for Community Partners




An informed consent statement is a document that outlines all of the conditions and potential risks that a Bonner Scholar student might encounter while volunteering at your site.  The students signature on this type of document indicates that s/he is fully aware of these conditions and risks and, in light of this information, is prepared to enter into a service agreement.  The Bonner Scholars Office recommends that sites develop an Informed Consent Statement and review this with all of their Bonner Scholar students.

Questions To Consider When Preparing 

an Informed Consent Statement
The following questions are intended to assist you in preparing an Informed Consent Statement.  The list is not exhaustive.   You may think of other questions that pertain more directly to the nature of your site.
I.
Physical Risks

A.  Is there a possibility that the student will:

· Be engaged in physical labor that requires lifting heavy objects or climbing scaffolds?

· Be engaged in athletic or ropes training activity?

· Handle equipment typically used in construction, maintenance or landscaping that might require safety training?

· Be required to drive a vehicle as a part of their service work?

· Travel in out of door areas where they might encounter unsafe road or trail conditions, poisonous insects or snakes, uncovered ground wells or mines, or wildlife?

· Be engaged in work that requires lifting or moving adults?

· Be exposed to persons with infectious diseases?

· Be exposed to bodily fluids?

· Be exposed to toxic materials of any kind?
II.
Personal Risks

A. Is the location of your site:

· In a high crime area?

· In a high traffic area?

· In a remote, rural area?

· Will aspects of the service project be fulfilled in private homes or other unsupervised locations?

B. Are the clients served by your organization:

· Prone to violent behavior?

· Prone to erratic behavior?

· Prone to make sexual overtures or other kinds of inappropriate advances or remarks?

· Prone to manipulate, panhandle or in any other way exploit?

C. Is your site occasionally subject to retaliatory violence or vandalism as a result of the population you serve, or the particular philosophical or political position held by your organization?
III.
Emotional / Psychological Risks

A.   Is there a possibility that the student will:

· Encounter random verbal abuse?

· Encounter harassment as a result of their association with your organization?

· Encounter situations of extreme human suffering?

B. 
What recommendations do you offer students to protect themselves against these potential risks?
Sample:
Informed Consent Statement
I understand that my work as a Bonner student placed at (_________ Organization/ School), is entered into willingly as a component of my academic coursework and as an effort to assist (_________ Organization/ School), and its work in the community.

I understand that volunteering with (________ Organization/ School), involves potential risks including:

· Travel in areas where access to telephones or human assistance may be limited or nonexistent;

· Travel in areas where residents may be suspicious of my presence;

· Travel in areas where there may be open, unmarked well sites;

· Travel in areas where there may be contact with poisonous plants and or insects/snakes;

· Probably exposure to contaminated water;

· Probable exposure to toxic materials used to clean wells.

I am consenting to enter into this service project aware of these potential risks.  I assume responsibility for my welfare and agree to consider the precautionary measures recommended by (_________ Organization/ School),

Signed:







Date:




Student Signature

Signed:







Date:





Supervisor Signature
