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	Bonner Program Reflection Resource:

Federal Budget Exercise
Developed by Andrew Brown, Bonner Intern, for the Bonner Program


Purpose: This exercise is intended to look at the discretionary federal budget, which makes up 1/3 of total federal spending. This will provide a chance to compare what we think it is important for the government to focus on vs. what the government actually does.
Supplies: 

· You will need bags containing $100 in either play money or poker chips for each group (you could use a few chips or bills in increments of $5, but having 100 pieces all worth $1 is ideal. Something like M&M’s can be used, but play money would work best). 

· Print out of discretionary budget categories (explained below) for each group.

Split your Bonners into groups of 5-8. Provide each group with a sheet giving a brief description of the discretionary budget and what it is along with the eleven categories to which government allocates spending (see the other attachment to the weekly). Tell them that they are now the U.S. Government, and that they are determining this year’s discretionary budget. They have $100 dollars that will represent 1% of the full budget (or approximately 9.7 billion dollars). As a group they have to decide how to allocate their money between the different categories.

Give groups 10-15 minutes to discuss, deliberate, argue, fight, and engage with one another until they have come to at least a tentative consensus. 

Place a table at the front of the room with a space for each category marked. Have each group send a presenter up with their money and place the number of chips or bills they allocated and physically place that money into the spaces marked on the table. As they do this have them explain how much money they are giving to education, national defense, science, transportation, etc. and why they are giving that department that much money for the year. This will provide a good visual as certain piles of money (education for example) will grow larger and larger as groups place their money into the piles. But some piles (like, say, science) will look comparatively tiny.

Once each group has gone, discuss as a whole. Possible Questions:

1. Why did we as a whole put so much money into _______?

2. Why did we as a whole put so little money into _______?

3. Is there anything that you now think we should change about our budget? Why?

4. Does anyone want to make a defense for more money to be allocated to another group?

5. Does anyone want to argue that money should be taken away from a certain group?

After you discuss conduct a vote for the budget. This will just be an interesting way of seeing if your group as a whole can come to a consensus on the budget as a whole. Does your budget pass?

After this is done, share with the group the actual Federal Discretionary Budget for the fiscal year 2005 provided in pie chart form below.

http://www.nationalpriorities.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39&Itemid=110
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1. How different are the two budgets (yours and the actual one)?

2. Does anything surprise you?

3. What areas are severely limited and lacking?

Take Action Now!  Strategies for Follow Up

This reflection has some practical follow-up strategies for each school that might want to use it. Some recent developments in Federal Budget discussions reveal a campaign being put on by Bread for the World to increase discretionary money contributing to international affairs. Discretionary budget deliberations are going on now in the House of Representatives. Here is a copy of the synopsis of what is going on from http://www.bread.org/take-action/letters-campaign/recent-developments.html
Summary of Campaign: 

 

One Spirit. One Will. Zero Poverty., our Offering of Letters for 2006, urges Congress to approve an additional $5 billion in poverty-focused development assistance for fiscal year 2007. The United States has promised to double assistance to Africa and the developing world by 2010, which will help meet our commitment to achieve the U.N. Millennium Development Goals. The additional $5 billion is needed to get the country on track to honor these promises.

Let us take this chance to tell our Representatives what we think is important. We need to let them know where we want the government to focus their discretionary spending for 2005. Unfortunately, if letters are written today then they may not make it to our representatives before they vote (it takes several weeks to go through security). As an effort to make a difference I hope that we can all email our representatives and tell them several things:

1. Not to cut any money approved by the Senate for International Affairs spending in 2007.

2. To approve the increase being asked for by President Bush.

Head to this website:

· http://capwiz.com/bread/issues/alert/?alertid=7820101&type=CO
There you will find a simple place to write letters to your own representatives (just enter your state) and make your voice heard. If you would like to make your letters more personal then follow this link:  http://capwiz.com/bread/dbq/officials/ to find the email addresses (also mailing addresses) of your representatives. Then your Bonner members can send in their own personal emails from their own accounts. 

· If you want more advice on what to say follow this link to see a sample letter:
http://www.bread.org/take-action/offering-of-letters-resources/sample-letter.html
· Sojourners is also running a campaign to send emails about the current budget:
http://go.sojo.net/campaign/reject_the_bush_budget
· If at all possible, set up a few computers at your meetings so people can send emails on the spot (otherwise it might not get done). If not, give everyone the info on how they can easily write their state representatives (also email them these links so it is easier and as a reminder). This is a good way to use these reflection times to make a difference.

· And also, be encouraged, Writing Letters Works! Sometimes we think our voice is so insignificant, but it is not. You are voters and therefore your voice matters. The simple fact is that very few people ever voice their opinions to their senators or representatives. While this is unfortunate, it does mean that those of us who do make our voice heard can make more of an impact. It may be helpful to find and include several recent stories that show how letters have definitely made a difference in Washington.

· Proposed food stamp cuts were dropped to the joy of thousands who responded to Bread for the World’s call for support. Read about it here:
http://www.bread.org/press-room/releases/page.jsp?itemID=28309966
· Also, on the ONE Campaign blog, http://www.one.org/blog/  read about how 16,000 One Campaign members called their Senators and helped pass the Santorum-Durbin Amendment which will provide more funding to fight AIDS globally. 
· If you want to spend more time researching the federal budget here are some resources:  Excel Spreadsheet of 2003 budget and expected 2004-9:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2005/sheets/24_12.xls
· 2005 requested budget starting on pg 28.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2005/05msr.pdf
Federal Discretionary Budget Worksheet:

The Federal Budget can be divided into two types of spending according to how Congress appropriates the money: discretionary and mandatory. Discretionary spending refers to the portion of the budget which goes through the annual appropriations process each year.
In other words, Congress directly sets the level of spending on programs which are discretionary. Congress can choose to increase or decrease spending on any of those programs in a given year. 
	Total Budget:
	$2.47 trillion

	Mandatory:
	$1.5 trillion

	Discretionary:
	$960 billion

	Mid-Session Review, Budget of the U.S. Government, FY2006.




The discretionary money appropriated by Congress is divided among eleven categories. Use the money you have to designate what you would spend if you were in charge of the federal discretionary budget.

1. Administration of Justice: Law Enforcement, Court, Federal Prison, etc.
2. Veterans Benefits and Services: Income Security and Education for Veterans
3. Income Security: Retirement and Disability, Unemployment Compensation

4. Health: Health Care and Research
5. Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services: Public Education, Higher Education, Training and Employment Services, Children, Family and Elderly Service Programs, etc.
6. Transportation: Roads, Airports, Ocean Shipping, Safety, etc. 
7. Natural Resources and Environment: Research, Conservation, Pollution Control, Agriculture, etc.
8. General Science, Space and Technology: Research, Space Exploration, National Science Foundation, etc.
9. International Affairs: Humanitarian Assistance, Int. Security Assistance, etc.
10. National Defense: Dept. of Defense, Atomic Energy Defense, etc.

11. Other: Federal Housing Admin. (loans), Postal Service, Business Assistance,  

          Community and Regional Development, etc.
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