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	Bonner Program Reflection Resource:

Coretta Scott King’s Legacy
Developed by Andrew Brown, Bonner Intern, for the Bonner Program


Purpose:  The purpose of this reflection is to experience the life of Coretta Scott King through her work and through the words expressed by fellow Americans at the news of her death. This will provide us a unique opportunity to not only celebrate Black History Month but to discuss the ideals of Mrs. King and American progress towards Justice and Liberty. Seen as a continuation of last weeks reflection, we have now looked at (if you use last weeks reflection) one of the most important and influential couples in American history.

Biography:

Coretta Scott was raised on her parents’ farm in Heiberger, Alabama. While her father was able to build a modest middle class home for Coretta, she still experienced the pains of injustice through a system of segregation in the schools. In her all black school, she excelled and graduated valedictorian from Lincoln High School. She moved on to Antioch College in Ohio, where her sister had been the first black student. There she involved herself in the local chapter of NAACP and joined the college’s Race Relations and Civil Liberties Committees. 


Coretta Scott graduated and moved to Boston where she met Martin Luther King. They married and moved to Montgomery Alabama in 1954. Not only did she stand at Dr. King’s side as he waved the banner of civil rights, Coretta created her own voice through her musical talent by holding Freedom Concerts across the country. Mrs. King slowly found herself in demand as a public speaker and began working as an activist for peace and justice. 


On April 4, 1968, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated, widowing Coretta Scott King and leaving four children fatherless. Mrs. King never wavered in her support for the causes of her late husband. She continued to speak on issues of social justice, poverty, education, civil rights, AIDS, African debt and more. She published an auto biography,  My Life with Martin Luther King Jr., founded the King Center for Nonviolent Social Change, and spearheaded the effort for a national holiday remembering Dr. King. Coretta Scott King continued to share her voice until her death on Monday January 30, 2006. 

Coretta Scott King Remembered:
· “Once in a lifetime God grants us with the ability to witness an extraordinary life dedicated to justice. With Coretta Scott King and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., God smiled on us and fortunately granted us two. When her husband was killed, Mrs. King assumed her husband’s role as the guiding light that led the way toward a more equal nation… She saw justice as a birthright and lent her voice…for all fair-minded Americans.”

- Joe Solmonese, President of the Human Rights Campaign 

1.) What does it mean for justice to be a birthright? Granted how and by whom?

2.) What do we mean by justice?

3.) Who decides what is just, those in positions of authority or those who are oppressed? Who should decide?

4.) What criteria are used to determine what is just? What criteria were used to justify slavery before they were granted freedom? What criteria were used to justify segregation?

5.) Who and how is it ensured that this birthright has been granted? 

· “I feel so blessed to have been able to work with Mrs. King and witness first-hand her concern for people and her unwavering commitment to black-Jewish relations…[The American Jewish Committee] will long remember Mrs. King’s selfless solidarity with the Jewish community, especially in joining in the fight for the freedom of Soviet Jews, and in supporting the state of Israel in her quest for peace and security.” 

- The American Jewish Committee

1.) Why did King, the wife of a Black Christian minister, have such a relationship with the American Jewish Committee?

2.) How does Jewish history compare to African American history? How can they draw upon one another’s suffering and hope?

3.) In what way is King’s fight for freedom for African American’s also a fight for Jews around the world? In what ways is it not?

· On the topic of gay and lesbian civil rights Mrs. Parks said in 1998, 

“I still hear people say that I should not be talking about the rights of lesbian and gay people and I should stick to the issue of racial justice. … But I hasten to remind them that Martin Luther King Jr. said, ‘Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.’”

1.) Is the civil rights fight for racial justice the same as the struggle for gay and lesbian rights?

2.) How are they similar? How are they different?

3.) What does it mean to say, ‘injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere’?

4.) How can injustice in one place, on a particular issue, threaten justice in another place, on a different issue?

· “Refusing to limit her work to remedying racial inequality, Mrs. King fought with equal passion for economic justice, women’s rights and religious freedom.”

“[King] became one of the most influential black spokeswomen in the world, traveling extensively to speak on social justice, black emancipation, poverty, education, Aids, African debt and women’s rights.” 

1.) What do all of these issues have in common?

2.) Why and how does Mrs. King’s role in Civil Rights lead her to speak on issues such as poverty? Education? Aids?

3.) Are these all different aspects of the same problem?

a. If so, what is that larger problem?

b. If not, how do they differ from one another?

· Oakland resident Dan Hindmon, 49, drop-in coordinator at an Oakland homeless shelter, said King's death signifies the end of the civil rights era. 

"Right now, it seems like everything's over with: He's gone. She's gone. Everyone that was a pioneer is gone," said Hindmon. "Who do we have to pick from now?"
 

1.) Does Mrs. King’s death signify the end of the civil rights era?

2.) What has been accomplished and what yet remains unfinished?

3.) Soon after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Mrs. King said, “I am more determined than ever that my husband’s dream will become a reality.”

a. Has Dr. King’s dream become a reality?
b. If not, will it ever become a reality?
4.) “[King] remained a vocal advocate of civil rights in her last years. She had faith that there would be another civil rights movement in the United States…”

a. Is there a need for another civil rights movement? Why? Why not?
b. Do you share Mrs. King’s optimism that there will be another civil rights movement? What would bring it about if there was to be one?
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