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	Bonner Program Reflection Resource:

The Life of Pi and Night

Developed by Andrew Brown, Bonner Intern, for the Bonner Program


Purpose:  The following reflections engage students in reading and thinking critically about the Life of Pi by Pi Patel and Night by Elie Wiesel.  It raises questions about faith and religion and the roles that these beliefs systems can and have played both for constructive and destructive impulses and events.  It engages students in grappling with their own deepest beliefs and moral values.

The Life of Pi Quote:
Pi Patel:


“There are always those who take it upon themselves to defend God, as if Ultimate Reality, as if the sustaining frame of existence, were something weak and helpless. These people walk by a widow deformed by leprosy begging for a few paise, walk by children dressed in rags living in the street, and they think, ‘Business as usual.’ But if they perceive a slight against God, it is a different story. Their faces go red, their chests heave mightily, they sputter angry words. The degree of their indignation is astonishing. Their resolve is frightening.


“These people fail to realize that it is on the inside that God must be defended, not on the outside. They should direct their anger at themselves. For evil in the open is but evil from within that has been let out. The main battlefield for good is not the open ground of the public arena but the small clearing of each heart. Meanwhile, the lot of widows and homeless children is very hard, and it is to their defense, not God’s, that the self-righteous should rush.”


1. What is your immediate reaction to Pi Patel’s understanding of faith in God? In what ways do you see people in our society defending their faith on the outside rather than on the inside? Around the world?


2. Is this an accurate depiction of religion?

3. The theologian Paul Tillich defines faith as ultimate concern. What is your ultimate concern (i.e. the thing you care about more than anything else in the world)? Is there anything that you have great love and zeal for, something that you would go to great lengths to preserve and defend?

4. How does that faith affect your service? Would it face the same criticism Pi has for religious people he meets throughout this story?

5. It is hard to ignore what Pi has to say in a world affected by religious violence every day. Why does faith seem to be the catalyst for fighting throughout the history of the world? 


6. According to Pi Patel, what is the relationship between faith and service?

Night by Elie Wiesel


In 1944 the Nazi’s deported Elie Wiesel and his family from their home in Sighet to the concentration camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. He, unlike his father, mother, and sister, was one of the lucky (or unlucky) Jews to survive the Holocaust. After a self imposed 10 year vow of silence, Wiesel told his story to the world. His experiences at Auschwitz appear in the book Night. One story he tells depicts the events of a particular afternoon, as he returned from work to see three gallows sitting in the courtyard of the camp. A young boy, and two men, had been sentenced to death because the Germans suspected them of sabotaging an electric power station. The entire camp watched as this young child struggled for breath and died. As they walked past the gallows on the way to the barracks Wiesel writes:


“Behind me, I heard the same man asking:


‘Where is God now?’


And I heard a voice within me answer him:


‘Where is He? There He is - He is hanging here on the gallows.’


That night the soup tasted of corpses.”


1. What does Elie Wiesel mean when he says God is hanging on the gallows?

2. Wiesel hits on one very important truth: Our life, our experiences, the world around us, affects our faith. We will not, as he has shown, be true to our faith if we do not allow it to face the greatest heights and depths of human experience. How then does your life, your weekly service, your experience of the world, affect your faith? 


3. What makes faith possible in the face of events like the Holocaust? 

4. How does Pi Patel’s understanding of faith in the quote above shed light on how faith can continue and what role it plays in a world that experiences pain?


5. How can your faith turn around and affect your life and your service?

� Yann Martel, Life of Pi, (Orlando: Harcourt, Inc., 2001), 70-1.





�   Elie Wiesel, Night, (New York: Bantam Books, 1960), 62.





