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Bobby: OK, here we go. So, when did you first here about, your parents talking about forming a 
foundation?

Carol: … Probably about a year before they did. My, father especially would, tell me bits and 
pieces a little bit at a time. And then, because I wasn’t living in Pricneton it was only when I’d 
come home or sometimes when I was on the phone with him that he would tell me. And then, 
then after it was formed, then he really went into detail, with me about it. 

Bobby: How old was he roughly, do you think?

Carol: Well, 

Bobby: He wasn’t a kid right?

Carol: No no, he was in his 80s, cause he died at 93. So, he was-

Bobby: And was he, what was, what was his motivation, and maybe, what was your mom’s 
motivation?

Carol: I think they were both pretty much on the same page. Mom more so, for the burden of 
Appalachian colleges. And first generation, I hate to say kids- young men and women, of, 
having the opportunity, and Dad went along with that. But he didn’t have such a burden for 
Appalachian areas

Bobby: right, right.

Carol: Even though, he did because of mom, and the way he felt about Mom. But, it was pretty 
much all kids that he had a burden for, that they should get an education that was really 
important to him.

B: And I’m pretty sure your Mom and Dad didn’t finish college 

C: mmm-mmm

B: Either of them. Because I’ve always told the story that that was one of their, they understood 
how hard it was to do it. And how, they maybe felt that they wished that they had been able to.

C: And, the aspect of, of volunteerism was very important to them too. They taught me a lot 
about that. 

B: Cause I know your mom would tell stories of, down, I guess Florida. 

C: Yeah

B: So tell one of those stories, what was one of your Mom’s



C: Well, I was kind of young, you know to remember it, it was what she told me, how she and 
Mrs. Downey, our pastor’s wife, you know would, help out at the food kitchens and, get 
donations from the people at the church- (2:48)

B: She talked about, she and Mrs. Downey would go to one of the single moms’ homes, do you 
remember that story? 

C: I just remember she told me once how the cupboard was bare, that they went out and filled it 
up and stuff, 

B: And your dad, your dad didn’t have time to do a lot of volunteering on his own. The wasn’t 
his, 

C: No. It’s like work is his relaxation,  

B: Right, but then, but he was-

C: But it was important to him. Well, his giving and volunteering was more financial, because, he 
just worked so hard. And, so he wanted to be able to give, something of himself, so that was the 
avenue he took. Which, you know, there’s no right or wrong

B: No no, they were a team. So I think there’s a way in which, seeing what your mom was 
doing, he felt like he could participate in that in his own way. 

C:  Yeah

B: I think your parents when they moved to Princeton were among the original funders of the 
Crisis Ministry. At Nassau Presbyterian 

C: That could be. I don’t know

B: You haven’t heard that, ok 

C: Uh uh

B: I gotta track that one down, I think they were, I think they were and that’s important because 
that’s, that original area that, of your mom’s interest, remained, and remains within the 
foundation today. I wanna make sure we understand. My understanding is that they, the Nassau 
Presbyterian Church down the road got together with the Episcopal church together to form it.

C: Oh

B: I think your parents were among the original supporters of that. (4:40) Alright so going back to 
the foundation, so your dad then forms it, in his 80s, maybe even late 80s

C: I don’t think late 80s. Cause he was 93 when he passed away.

B: So, how much took place in those early years. Was it slow to get started or… ? 



C: Well, you were there. 

B: Well I got there in ’92

C: Oh

B: And Wayne arrived around ’90

C: Oh that’s right, that’s right. 

B: So that’s why I’m thinking that, there may have been a foundation but it hadn’t quite found it’s 
feet yet. 

C: Well see I wasn’t privy to that 

B: Ok fair enough. 

C: Sorry, I’m probably the least person that you’ll have.

B: That’s alright. So then, when I first met you, really, was 

C: When dad passed away

B: after Dad passed away, and your Mom, wanted to start visiting the colleges. So, tell me 
about, well maybe, tell me, if there’s any stories or impressions you have when the foundation 
was getting started, that you would, or anything you were hearing for your mom and your dad 
about the start of it, did you hear anything from your mom, did she tell you much about what 
was happening?

C: Well they had gone to, a couple of the colleges themselves, which dad I think was reluctant

B: he was very reluctant 

C: And, but once he went, you know he, he could see. And I think that made an impression on 
him. He’s the type of man that would look at books and figures, and, that would suffice. But, the 
one on one, was very difficult for him. 

B: Yea (6:34)

C: - only because he’s very, he was very leery of people. And so he wanted to keep that, 
distance

B: mhm. But your mom, by contrast, 

C: uhuh, oh yeah 

B: Was very trusting

C: Yeah



B: and open and, 

C: She was definitely a people person, where Dad wasn’t. 

B: They, the story that they, it was arranged for your dad to go visit Davidson college, and we’ll 
get John to tell that story and Wayne to tell that story, 

C: Yeah

B: but I think that, I think that it did have a big impression on him from what I understood. So 
then when your dad passed away and your mom steps right in, those of us here didn’t know 
what was going to happen. We just had no idea. And I think, Ken Kusner [Kunzman?] must have 
said, “well Wayne I think Mrs. Bonner’s gonna show up at the office.” And sure enough she did. 
In the same desk that he sat in and, then invitations came to go visit the schools, so, what 
happened there, did your mom call you up or?

C: yeah (7:42). Because, after dad passed away, mom and I really became close. So close that 
we talked everyday. You could set a clock. Eight o’clock either she’d call me or I’d call her.

B: am or pm?

C: pm. And to this day, you know I have a habit of that for ten years, and to this day, and it’s 
been eleven years later, or whatever, that something happens and I’ll say “oh wait till I tell mom 
tonight” , just instinctively. So we would talk every night. And she missed out, and I missed out, 
on a lot of years of being together. So, it was like we were making up for lost time, so, the very 
first trip we did was to Berry, and, she said would you, can you go with me? And I said “sure.” 
Sure, so it was more, and at the time I wasn’t part of the foundation it was just more being with 
her. And the fact that she’d have somebody to travel with and stay with, and.

B: And I think Gloria Shatto was president

C: Mhmm 

B: (9:00) And they, they had a pretty strong relationship, those two

C: Yes

B: I think your mom was, very important to Gloria Shatto. 

C: Yes. And vice versa. 

B: Yea. 

C: Yea, she was a wonderful woman. 

B: Because they were, you know, they had maybe more in common than, any of the other folks. 
Well they’re both women, in a man’s world or-



C: well, they, well the thing is, that’s funny though because mom, is not a women’s woman. 
She’s, you know, she’d rather be around the men. You know she’s like, I used to call her the, the 
last, the great scarlet o’hara, she was a very southern belle.

B: that’s true!

C: she had a-

B: And actually the presidents that fit the bill of Rhett Butler, I guess, who would they be? Jim 
doudril, Rhodes,  

C: Diamond jim, Joe hosain, um, 

B: those were some of her favorites.

C: really, any man

B: yeah (both laugh)

C: I was really any man, I remember once we went to a, a breakfast or whatever and mom 
turned to me and she says, “there’s so many women here” and I said “yeah-“ So, I on the other 
hand could care less, I just, 

B: So when she would go to schools, what was it like for her? What was it like for you?

C: I have to go back to Berry, again that was, I didn’t know what to expect. Now she had gone to 
Davidson, and knew, I walked in that room and I was just dumbfounded. I mean, all the students 
there, and. I would feel funny because people would come up and thank me, and I’d go “uh, I, 
it’s all about my parents” I’d get it right out there, I’d say “It’s all about my parents, you know, I’m 
just here, to accompany her.” I’m her BFF, but, you know, so that’s. And I was astounded too 
about, and I still am to this day about first generation students. I guess, I took it for granted, and 
I didn’t mean to, but I just thought everyone went to school and everyone, got an education. So, 
that was just, I’m never not astounded by it. And so, I was very excited for her, because, I 
thought she and dad deserved the attention, for what they did with tier money that they worked 
very hard for, and, that’s what they should do, I’ve never had a day of regret. And, so it was, 
exciting to me. 

B: And how do you think she felt, when she started going out?

C: Oh (laughing) Oh, well, I guess she liked it (sarcastically). That’s why I think we made so 
many trips. 

B: O my goodness you guys traveled like, 

C: I mean I, two, three times a month, I mean, sometimes

B: all the time

C: yeah (12:31) 



B: I thought she got so much out of it and she gave so much

C: mhmmm

B: She, never seemed to get tired, never wanted, well maybe when she went to bed but-

C: Oh yeah, right, and I would kinda have to try to schedule a nap for her, whether she fell 
asleep or not, just to put her feet up and, just relax. What was I gonna say though? Well I think 
she enjoyed it because she really saw the fruits of, like I said they worked so hard, the fruits of 
their labor. That, how it had come to fruition, and, so many schools, so many students. I mean, 
you can see the numbers on paper, but when you-

B: Oh yeah, I agree

C: When you see them in the room, it’s just overwhelming

B: I completely agree. And they’re, they, there’s something about the way this program operates, 
I mean it’s really the service, that they’re doing, that becomes so meaningful to them, aside from 
anything that’s financial

C: Yeah, yes, I loved hearing the stories like, from the Morehouse guys, I got particularly close 
to them, because it was so close, and I would go up to Atlanta and, but they would tell me 
stories like how, I have to do 10 hours of community service a week and what a drag, and you 
might have been at one of those meetings where they were talking like that, but then they, they 
really got into it. And the kids held them accountable, and then all of a sudden it was like, well I 
really like doing this. 

B: I think, I think that whole piece makes this completely different than any other, because what 
they’re experiencing in the scholarship is something that’s life changing, and I’m talking about 
something that’s separate from going to class

C: mhm. Well look at the, oh gosh, I can’t think of, I wanna say Oberlin but I’m not sure that the 
college, I think it’s the one that closed

B: Antioch?

C: Yeah. It could’ve been, nope, University of West Virginia I think it was, where they 

B: Vosburg and Wesleyan College

C: They, yeah, I’m sorry, thank you, the ideas they had, that’s what I loved hearing about. Like 
they started their own ambulance service cause they were in a small town 

B: Oh yeah that was Antioch

C: Ok, that’s what I thought. But, I was fascinated by that, the ideas they came up with.



B: Right. And I always felt that your, father, and maybe i’m just putting these thoughts in there 
but, that one of his, one of the things he liked about it besides they’re going to college was, they, 
by doing the service they were showing gratitude. 

C: Mhmm (affirmative). 

B: Did he ever use that phrase with you?

C: mm-mm (negative). 

B: You never heard that, I think Wayne put that idea in my head. But anyway, it’s self help, right, 
I’m helping myself by helping others

C: Right

B: And I think your mom, would agree with that, but also had this feeling of, she was from, 
particularly the Appalachian valley background, sorta felt, she had a connection with many of 
those students, from like common backgrounds

C: mmm-hm 

B: And saw how important that was, in different ways of thinking you know, you know another 
thing about your mom that was interesting to me (16:12) was, um, your mom, I don’t ever 
remember her saying once, in front of students, “oh, I was like you” “I was poor, I grew up in a-“ 

C: mmm (agreeing)

B: Right? or she, your mom was always, she was fun but you know she had a straight back and 
always a certain manner and dressed beautifully, and so, what always struck me was how , she 
and the students connected, over and over again, different students, and so, you would think oh 
look at that, look at your mom and not know anything about her background, nobody’s telling 
them anything about her background, and yet there’s the rapport. There’s kinda like, like I 
understand you and you understand me, and, that always struck me, cause I think, who 
wouldn’t wanna say “oh I know what you’re going through” ? “I was like that.” But she wasn’t like 
that 

C: yeah

B: It wasn’t a pity thing, it wasn’t a, it was a, there was pride there was…

C: Yeah

B: Did you notice that?

C: Now that you mention it, but I, I think I have heard her say it, but, not very often, maybe when 
she would do like a one on one, kind of thing, or

B: But I certainly was struck by the way the students identified with her (17:40) .. you know, 
there was something,



C: Well, she presents herself like that, you know you can, like my father’s very stand offish, but 
he presented himself like that, where Mom, you know didn’t. So it was, when somebody opens 
up to people, then they, they’re drawn in, so, that’s what she did.

B: The other thing about your mom that I like so much was, so for me, she was more like a 
grandmother, right, and I knew my grandmother, but, they both had passed away quite awhile 
ago, and, so working here was like working with my grandmother, and, bringing her some good 
news, was always fun, because, and this is one of the great qualities, she showed delight in 
things. You know, she’d shake your had, or she’d just, do things that made you feel like she was 
just, she could show her joy, in things. Whether it was watching baseball with her or, being on 
these campuses, so, it was just, she didn’t hold that in. 

C: no

B: She wasn’t reserved in that way, you know she, she was happy to, remember we discovered 
Cracker Barrel, (both laugh)

C: Well I knew she’d love it

B: I didn’t 

C: No?! 

B: No, It didn’t, it crossed my mind. When she, we used, when she started coming to the office 
and we started spending time with her, we discovered she hadn’t been to the movie theater in 
years

C: Yeah, we used to go all the time

B: I don’t think she’d had a pizza. Oh as a kid you went all the time?

C: Yeah, we went to Radio City Music Hall. And then I used to, you know go here

B: I think just, just cause your dad wasn’t gonna go out, she wasn’t gonna go either, you know it 
was that kind of thing

C: Yeah, like, dragging him tooth and nail to go like, to a party or anything like that, for a long 
time, years in Princeton, or they had people like the Farleys com over or this and that but they 
would never, 

B: So when, going back to the foundation, just for a second, when, it was pretty early on that 
your father decided he would do the endowments. Do you remember any of those 
conversations?

C: No, 

B: You weren’t really, you weren’t involved really seriously at that point



C: Yeah, that’s what I- I’m like useless there, I mean if  you want the early years, I am not the 
person to talk to.

B: right, so, as the, as time went on, and the program was working well, did your mom ever talk 
about what that was like? Cause it was a surprise to a lot of us. 

C: That it was working well?

B: Yeah, well not, in a way it wasn’t a surprise, cause, right away you saw good things 
happening, but I think, I don’t think people could’ve predicted, the path it would take. Did you 
ever have that kind of conversation?

C: I, I don’t think she even thought about it. I think, she just accepted that it was going to be fine. 
That it was going to, 

B: Work

C: Yeah, that’s what they had in their mind, they had the finances to do it, and it was gonna,

B: and the colleges were willing  

C: Yeah. I think that’s where John Stephenson, helped Dad and Mom out a lot because he knew 
the, workings of colleges and what to, you know, 

B: Some of those presidents, I mean John Kuykendall you’ve gotten to know quite well, and he 
was instrumental at the point of developing the endowment agreements, he was the president 
that Bill would work with and Mr. Bonner would work with.

C: Oh. 

B: and of course he joined the board. Now how did that happen? Do you remember your mom 
saying, asking you to

C: Mhm

B: What was going on there do you think? 

C: I know, I don’t know what, that started, she knew that originally Dad had me, you know, be on 
the board, and then after he passed away and we were traveling, I remember like it was 
yesterday, we were in England, and I went up to her room to say goodnight, and she says “I 
wanna talk to you about something” and I said “oh ok?” she said “would you come on the 
board?” She said “that’s what your dad wanted really” and I said “okay”

B: Yeah, that’s good. (22:20) Well it’s, it’s important, because, for lots of reasons. Is there, so the 
word Bonner, the name Bonner, is attached to these students, they’ve created students, you’ve 
heard them like “Bonner love” , and, that’s kinda this,  the way I interpret that is kinda this, the 
Martin Luther King idea of a Beloved Community. So we kinda, so when you hear from Bonners 
or meet another Bonner, there’s this immediate, understanding, about what they care about, 
that’s very deep, and immediate, and so it’s, incredibly important to them. Does that, I 



sometimes wondered what it must feel like to have that, I mean you go by Carol Clark so maybe 
you don’t think about it so much that way, but, it has this whole life to it that attaches to your 
parents. In a way, that to me is interesting. I mean I didn’t think about it either but then as I 
started happening, by the way we’ve had spouses of, like a director, a Bonner director, talk 
about Bonneria: “would you stop talking about Bonner all the time?!” 

C: Oh! Well you know what fascinated me too, another thing, is how the students on campus 
who were Bonners and when a lot of them would do their community service or get involved 
with things, other students wanted to do it with them. And they, you know, they weren’t Bonner 
scholars but they liked, you know “oh that’s an interesting project” and then they liked the group 
of people that were associated with it. And, I thought that was kinda interesting, because I’ve 
met kids, especially when I was with Moorehouse and Spellman, where something would come 
up about being a Bonner, and I’d have these kids tell me “well I’m not a Bonner” “we just wanted 
to come and do community service with you guys” 

B: And it’s become so strong at, one school they called them “bonner volunteers” right? And the 
nickname is B Vols. And another school, there called, a lot of people will go “I’m a non Bonner” .. 
Which is a horrible phrase. But so at the University of Richmond they’re called Noners. And they 
have an award for them.  So in other words, they treat them like they’re equally important. 
Which they are. and they’ve done it to the point that they are. Because the Bonner identity is so 
strong, through the nature of the work, that you don’t have to be exclusive. 

C: I was just gonna say that, sometimes, I would, I hope that, you know that they don’t get into 
their own little world, and, it does become a little, elitist

B: Yeah, you have to pay attention- do you have to go? 
(……..) 

B: Well, as your role on the board, and, you know you’re not, you don’t put your fist down on the 
table and say “I want this to be done my way-“ none of the board members are that way, but we, 
when you think about where the foundations headed, where the program is headed, do you 
have, what are your thoughts about that, are you, how do you feel about it?

C: I feel good about it. 

B: What parts?

C: Just that, you know it’s, I guess cause I’m comfortable with it now, and I understand it a little 
better, I think. And, I try to be more verbal, but I, you know the other people on the board are so 
much more knowledgeable than I am, that sometimes I feel, and yourself included, that 
sometimes I feel that I should just be quiet and take it all in. 

B: Well do you know one thing that’s true? You’ve been on more campuses than everyone on 
the board except for me. Well I’m not on the board, but everyone on the board, you’ve been on 
ten times more campuses than any of them, none of them traveled with your mom that way, 
and, you have a, so you have both an experience, and I think an intuition or a feeling, sort of, of, 
that’s very like your moms, and in your own way maybe like your dad’s, I mean, and, that shows 
up at different times, in our conversations. So yeah sure, we’re talking about endowment and 



values or whatever, you know, I never join the discussions about the Bank of New York. You 
know and I think that’s gonna be interesting, again as time goes on, because we are going to 
bring in some new members, and perspectives and, we have to think about the whole range of 
perspectives. But anyway, it’s true that you have a connection into what happened that’s the 
most similar to mine compared to every one of the other board members. I think, you know, 
you’ve been out there, 

C: And other times I’ve been out there by myself when I would go and meet the kids. And I’m 
usually very shy, but I was on my own, I had to go and introduce myself and, most of the, you 
know like Jackie and the people from Moorehouse and, I had met them, but the students I 
hadn’t met, so I really had to put myself out there. It’s not hard but, it’s…

B: Well you had a break through that first, break the ice, thing

C; Well you, and Wayne are more natural at it and you’re more exposed to it, 

B: I mean I, I’ve had that feeling at different times, if I have to make a speech, I don’t like writing 
them down and reading them out loud, I’m not very good at that, if I’m tired I get emotional,  I 
mean when I’m tired I get choked up, it’s terrible. I need a good nights rest. 

B: Well this is helpful …..I mean your mom did this one trip, I mean you were there, where she 
visited 8 different campuses, the longest one I did was 4 campuses in 4 days, ………… 


