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Describe your current position and the journey that led you here. 
I currently work as the Deputy Director of Asset Management and Special Projects at the Spartanburg 
Housing Authority. I work in the central office managing the day-to-day operations of our asset 
management team, which includes property managers and maintenance workers. I also work on 
information technology (IT) by implementing new electronic systems for residents.  

What makes my work meaningful is that I am able to provide someone with a home. It is wonderful to 
provide someone who might have been homeless with keys to their apartment and to see the look on 
their faces to finally have a home really makes our day.  

After graduating from Wofford with a degree in sociology, I applied to various jobs that had a focus on 
social impact. After a long job search, I was offered a position with the Spartanburg Housing Authority 
as the Assistant Property Manager. I took the job without knowing anything about the housing sector 
and have not looked back since.   

What does an average work day and year look like for you? 
The average workday on the property level can be taking in applications, which we do electronically. 
We also have to re-certify families to make sure that they are income eligible to live in the housing.  

I also work with IT by introducing different IT needs to all of our staff and agency. We want to make it 
easier for those living in or want to live in our properties, so we have introduced an electronic 
application. We also introduced a walk-in payment system. Before, tenants would have to get money 
orders and mail them, but now, they can electronically pay their rent at Walmart, among many other 
convenient places. We are also working on ways for the residents to be able to certify their income 
electronically.  

What are the best and worst things about working in your current role or sector? 
The best thing is to make a difference in someone's life by providing them with a home.  

The worst thing is that not every day is easy. Some days it can be hard to show the 
individuals that you are serving that there is a light at the end of the tunnel.



Do you feel like you have to financially sacrifice to be in your field? Are you happy with the pay? 
The pay is satisfactory, but anytime you work in the public sector you need to realize the pay will not  
be as high as it is in the private sector. 

What do you wish you knew as a recent Bonner graduate preparing for this field?  
One thing that I wish we would have focused on in the Bonner Scholar Program is how to start your 
own non-profit and what are the grass-roots efforts that need to be done to get to that point. Because 
so many Bonners work in the non-profit sector, it would be beneficial to touch on skills and needs non-
profits require, such as grant writing. 

If you had to name one decision, positive or negative, that has shaped your path. What is it? 
Attending Wofford College as a Bonner Scholar opened a lot of doors for me. I was accepted into a lot 
of different schools: far away from home and here at home. I decided to attend Wofford College and 
that was a decision that I have not regretted since I have stepped foot on campus. I was able to 
explore many interests and passions allowing me to discover what I want to do in life.   

What was the most important factor in landing a job in housing? 
The most important factor in landing the job in housing is that you need to have a heart for what you 
do. You cannot come in with misconceptions about individuals. Instead, you need to come in with an 
open mind and heart. 

How would you recommend interested students or individuals get involved in this field? 
The bigger umbrella of working in housing is the Department of Housing and Urban Development, so 
there are thousands of housing authorities throughout the nation. Wherever the student is from, if they 
are interested in working in housing there are lots of opportunities with applying through their local 
agencies or interning with them. 


