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Describe your current position and the journey that led you here. 
My experiences in Bonner brewed my desire to work with underprivileged communities, and in any 
place I could help people get a leg up. I also worked at the foundation for two summers during 
college, where I had the opportunity to gain programmatic experience, build lasting relationships with 
Bobby Hackett, Dr. Ari Hoy, and my fellow interns. Then I got an AmeriCorps VISTA position in New 
York working in legal assistance. Everything up to that point cemented my desire to work in nonprofit 
and social change areas. 

I decided to get my Master’s in Public Policy from Cornell after that, which I completed in 2014. From 
there it has all been exploring different ways of combating poverty, and all kinds of struggle. Some of 
my journey has been finding the right fit in the right location. Living somewhere with cultural vibrancy 
is important to me. The position I hold now is with the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against 
Germany. It is essentially a restitution organization for Holocaust victims. Most Holocaust victims 
actually live in poverty, so there are several programs that we have to support their lives. Most of my 
job is in grant management and programmatic support. We also fund education about the Holocaust, 
which I do not work directly on. I get to talk with survivors and work with people, in a place that I want 
to live, working for a purpose I believe in. Everything in my journey has come together here. 

What makes your work meaningful? 
I am Jewish and grew up going to Hebrew School until I was about 16 or 17. I learned about the 
Holocaust for years. Because I was so thoroughly surrounded by it, I became desensitized to the 
Holocaust. In college I took a course on the media response to the Holocaust and had a kind of re-
awakening. When I got this job, it brought the re-awakening I had in college to the forefront and has 
made me more passionate about it. I have also become more connected to other atrocities in the 
world and more intentional about trying to make the world a better place. 

What does an average work day and year look like for you? 
There is a lot of reviewing reports from our grantees, spending time on support for our grantee 
organizations, attending events and programs with survivors, personally overseeing our relationship 
with eight programs I am responsible for, and responding to different policies coming down from the 
German government, that we get a lot of funding from. 90% of my week is free on Monday morning, 
but by mid-week I am fully booked, so it changes a lot.



What was the most important factor in landing the job you have now? 
I would say confidence, which is not easily gained. I had a lot of job interviews before I developed that, but 
when I came into the interview for my current job I was ready. I avoided stressing about the interview and 
gave honest answers and it worked out. 

What are the two best and two worst things about working in your current role or sector? 
The two worst are never having enough time in the day to do everything and being pulled in a lot of 
directions and having to be highly disciplined on time management. Sometimes there just is not enough 
time in the regular work day to accomplish everything I want, but I cannot work more and burn myself out. 
The two best things are having relationships with the nonprofits we provide grants for, and the work itself. 
Getting to know the organizations we work with is great, they are filled with good people. My work is never 
idle, if I have time for a break it is because I want a break and not because I have nothing to do. 

Do you feel like you have to financially sacrifice to be in your field? Are you happy with the pay? 
Am I satisfied completely with what I am making? Well, of course not. You get older and realize that you 
need significant stability to get married and raise children, or move into whatever phase is next in your life. 
You can do small things to save money and plan, bu there is no right time for anything. My advice is to pay 
your loans on time and you will be fine. Go where you want and figure it out. 

If you had to name one decision, positive or negative, that has shaped your path. What is it? 
Joining the Democracy House program at Middlesex County College. I remember distinctly a speech by 
Pat Donohue about how our generation had to be the ones to change the world. It resonated with me and 
now I advocate for the generation after me to feel the same and take up the charge. That process of going 
through Democracy House and getting involved in social work was revolutionary. 

What has been the biggest impact Bonner has had on your life or work? 
The biggest impact has come from people like Bobby, Ari, and Pat Donohue. The cohorts of people I 
worked with at the Foundation and in my own Bonner Program have been influential as well. All of the 
people I had contact with have helped to teach me solid values, and how to incorporate those values into 
daily life. I was also led on a journey to discover my own values and stay committed to them. I work for a 
nonprofit, but that is no excuse to not go out and volunteer and keep helping. That is the sort of 
involvement that Bonner has helped me to keep in mind. 

Is there anything you wish you knew as a recent Bonner graduate preparing for this field? 
Oh yeah, for sure! First off, there is no such thing as the, “perfect fit.” Instead of searching for a perfect 
situation, learn to compromise (and learn what you are willing to compromise). Keep an open-mind even if 
you do not love your current position, because there is always something to learn. Also, working is not 
always fun, but is usually worth the end product if the work is meaningful. Lastly, seek a destination that 
sees your potential and has mentors and opportunities that will develop you. 

How would you recommend interested students or individuals get involved in this field? 
Work through your networks, use resources like Idealist, and build your own personal network as well. I 
have gotten job offers from organizations that previously denied me, so you never know where you may 
find opportunity. Reach out and make yourself stand out.

https://www.idealist.org/en/
https://www.idealist.org/en/

