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“Students for DMH and the Fight for Air Conditioning” 

 

Historical Background: 
On the campus of San José State sits Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH), a building that hosts four 
departments, many faculty offices and classrooms, and serves over 3,000 students a day. DMH was 
constructed in 1957, but without air conditioning. With its west-facing side exposed to direct sunlight, 
temperatures in DMH on some April through October days reached 90 degrees and above. For the past 
50 years, stories had been told about the intolerable conditions of DMH, but little was done to fix the 
problem. For at least 20 years, the University told students and faculty that there was no need for air 
conditioning in DMH because the university was going to knock it down and replace it. Somehow, there 
was never enough money in the budget to build a replacement building.   
 
The Events: 
Things came to a head when several students fainted 
in DMH on hot days, while others students missed 
class due to the heat. The Chair of the Psychology 
Department wrote a letter to the University 
complaining about the conditions in DMH, which was 
followed up by a formal complaint lodged by the 
California Faculty Association. Then, Amanda 
Adalma, class of ‘14, decided that she had enough, 
and she started to organize students in the fall of 2013 
under the name Students for DMH.  

Over the next two and one-half years, the students 
held rallies, met with administrators, conducted 
student questionnaires, handed out hand-held fans with Students for DMH on them, passed out water 
and popsicles in front of DMH, did a cost estimate to install air conditioning, and all with the goal of 
getting the University to agree to their demand of air conditioning in DMH. When Students for DMH 
spoke to other students, their opening line was “Are you hot in DMH?” As part of their research, the 
students learned that schools with a large population of working-class students of color were twice as 
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likely to be in buildings constructed in the 1950s, 
and that many of them were without air 
conditioning. This information provided the 
students with the frame that they were being 
treated unfairly due to their social class and race 
and ethnicity.   1

On April 16, 2014, Students for DMH held a 
“faint-in”, which was a theatrical event, calling on 
students to faint in the hallways of DMH to draw 
attention to the unbearable conditions in the 
building. That afternoon, as students were leaving 
their classrooms, and with TV cameras rolling, 
about 100 students fainted in the hallways. After 
ten minutes of laying on the ground, the students 
got up and walked through the building chanting 
“We Need Change, It’s Too Hot”. After chanting, 
the students marched to the university president’s 
office, where they attempted to meet with 
President Mohammad Qayoumi. The “faint-in” 
made it on local television stations and on the 
front page of the campus paper.   2

After continual pressure by the students through 
the spring and fall semester of 2015, President 
Susan Martin decided to approve a $3 million air conditioning plan for DMH. The students celebrated 
with a news conference, which again received local media attention. After the end of the spring semester 
in 2016, DMH was shut down for installation of the air conditioning, and at the beginning of the spring 
2017 semester, DMH was re-opened with air conditioning in every office and classroom.  3
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